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Language policy relates to an official pronouncement on a set of 

deliberate activities for selecting, organizing and developing a 

country’s language resources for the purpose of developing the 

people. Simply put, language policy is the official backing that 

guides language planning in a society; language planning being 

the selection of languages, assigning of specific roles to selected 

roles as well as modernizing indigenous through codification and 

standardization. 
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Language planning becomes a necessity considering the problems 

associated with languages. These include: 

• The linguistic diversity of most West African countries. 

• The need to align with the communication and information needs of 

a dynamic society. 

• The need to restore indigenous languages through vernacularization. 

• Nationalism and biculturalism. 

• Adoption of a non-indigenous language for educational, commercial 

and/or official purposes etc. 
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Nigeria being a country with an estimate of 250-450 indigenous 

languages including the foreign languages- English, French and 

sometimes Latin, the need therefore arises to bridge the 

communication gap in a multi-ethnic and multilingual society 

with socio-political needs. Nigeria’s Language Policy therefore, 

seeks to assign specific powers on particular languages for 

specific purposes. Today, English serves as the language of 

officialdom, French is used and taught as a foreign language, 

while Latin and Arabic in most cases serve as religious 

languages. 
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The need for language planning and policy include as earlier 

mentioned, the need to bridge the communication gap in a 

multi-ethnic and multilingual society with socio-political 

needs. The Igbo, Hausa, Yoruba, Tiv, Ijaw, Efik, Bekwara, 

Ibibio, Kolokuma, Ogbia, Epie, Ukwuani, Uhrobo, Esan, 

Edo etc. are some indigenous language groups in Nigeria 

striving for proper recognition. Language policy harmonizes 

these languages selecting which serves what and where 

bearing in mind the socio-economic and socio-political 

implications. 
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Language policy is also used to align with 

the needs of a dynamic society. For 

instance, the quest for nationalism can give 

room to the choice of an indigenous 

language for official communication rather 

than a foreign language. 
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Considering the multilingual situation of Nigeria- 

the foreign languages inclusive, the Nigerian 

Language Policy has considered both 

internationalism and nationalism. Hence, it has 

adopted the English language as the language of 

official and wider communication and Igbo, Hausa 

and Yoruba as the “Major indigenous languages”. 
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The Nigerian language policy was published in 1977 as a component of 

the Nigerian Policy on Education (NPE) formulated by the then Military 

Government of Nigeria. It posited (paraphrased) that: 

• The Government considers it to be of national interest that each child 

be encouraged to learn one of the three major languages other than 

his mother tongue. 

• At the pre-primary education, the medium of instruction will 

principally be the mother tongue or the language of the immediate 

community. 

• The mother tongue initially will be the medium of instruction at the 

primary level and English at the later stage etc. 
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Thanks for reading!!! 


